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Cool Safe Routes Happenings Around Town

1. City-wide Safe Routes to School Program Getting Started 
Due to our lobbying efforts back in January 2017, the creation of a city-wide
Safe Routes to School program is about to start! The City of Menlo Park just
released it's Request for Proposals so that qualified Safe Routes consultants
can develop a comprehensive program for Menlo Park. You can see what's
being included in the RFP here. Big thanks to the Menlo Park City Council and
the Menlo Park Transportation Department for making this a priority!

2. Bike Adventure Education Program Piloted 
On April 21st ten lucky 4th and 5th graders were led on a bike scavenger
hunt/safety skills outing around Menlo Park. The 3-hour event was designed to
teach kids real-life bike safety skills on the road. The ride started at Hillivew
Middle School, went through Burgess Park, visited Cafe Zoe (for cookies,
brownies and lemonade) and ended at City Council Chambers. Parents for Safe
Routes donated the event to the MPAEF auction, with support from Wheel Kids,
Menlo Velo and Cafe Zoe. We hope to see more of these types of outings in the
future! A great write-up of the event by InMenlo can be found here. 
 

https://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/17393/RFP---Menlo-Park-Safe-Routes-to-School-Program
http://inmenlo.com/2018/04/25/bike-education-adventure-debuts-last-weekend-in-menlo-park/


3. Hillview Bike Rodeo Revamped 
This year on April 25th and 26th, Hillview 6th graders took to the streets for the
first time for the Hillview Bike Rodeo - a hands-on bike education event.
Students brought bikes, scooters and even skateboards to school (or borrowed
bikes from MPCSD's fleet) and practiced everything from turn signals, to looking
over their shoulders to being careful of the "door zone." Thanks to the generous
support of the Menlo Park Police Department, and especially Officer Mary
Ferguson, kids rode off campus this year and experienced what it's like on the
real streets - not just the Hillview blacktop. You can read more about this
important event here. We look forward to continuing to partner with MPCSD and
the City to continue to make this event as impactful as possible. 
 

http://inmenlo.com/2018/04/30/hillview-middle-schools-hosts-2nd-annual-bike-rodeo/


Actions You Can Take To Support Safe Routes

Action 1: Take the Oak Grove Survey.  
The City of Menlo Park has developed a survey to help inform itself on whether
to make the Oak Grove Bike Lane pilot permanent or to remove it completely.
Please take the survey and show your support for Oak Grove. The deadline is
Friday, May 18th. The survey is here. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MenloBike


Action 2: Show Your Support for County Bike/Ped Funding 
San Mateo County and SamTrans are looking to put a 1/2 cent sales tax on the
November 2018 ballot (it's referred to as Get Us Moving San Mateo County).
Parents for Safe Routes has joined a coalition with other transportation and
transit equity organizations to lobby elected officials to craft the funding measure
in a way that benefits vulnerable road users, including kids on bike and foot.
There is currently an online budget tool (see image below) that allows residents
to prioritize how they want their transportation dollars spent. Please use this tool
and on it maximize dollars for safer biking and pedestrian infrastructure. The
deadline to participate is soon! Click here.

Four Recent Child on Bike-Related Collisions

https://www.getusmovingsmc.com/#/


We are sad to report four bike-related incidents that took place in the past
week involving children in our community.* Fortunately, it appears that no one
was seriously injured. The collisions occurred at: 
 
1. Middlefield and Ravenswood 
2. Willow and Coleman 
3. Walnut and Central 
4. Clover and Willow  
 
The above incidents highlight the need to approach Safe Routes with a multi-
pronged effort. Most had to do with a lack of infrastructure (no stop sign, poor
intersection design, lack of bike lanes), some could have been improved with
better education, others would have benefited from more enforcement
(speeding, and one child was bumped into when a distracted driver who was on
his phone at a stop sign took his foot off the break, rolling into the child).  
 
Our work is more important now than ever. 
 
*If your child, or someone you know, is involved in a walking or biking-related
collision, even if no one was seriously injured, please report the incident to the
Menlo Park Police Department (you can use the non-emergency number at 650-
330-6300). The City uses collision data to help inform which intersections/areas
get higher priority for safety fixes.

When is Your Child Ready to Bike to School Alone?
We stumbled upon a blogpost from 2013 written by a father in Portland, OR. He
describes how he rode bikes with his daughter for years, coaching her along the
way, before he thought she was ready to bike alone. Finally, when she set off on
her own at age 11, he clandestinely followed her to see if she had internalized
his lessons. You can read the full blogpost here. 
 
When is it appropriate for a child to ride to school alone? Is it a matter of age or
ability? Does our current environment with excessive traffic/distracted
driving/incomplete infrastructure influence your answer? What can we do to
better prepare our kids, and our community, to give kids the opportunity to
experience the joy and freedom of biking, but in a safe and age-appropriate
way? 
 
We'd love to know your thoughts on this topic! Email us at

https://bikeportland.org/2013/11/05/when-a-child-rides-alone-a-test-of-our-kids-and-our-streets-96604


info@parents4saferoutes.org. Perhaps we'll share your input in our next
newsletter.  
 
In the meantime, here are a few "Readiness" resources (also from Oregon!) that
you might want to check out: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Safety/Documents/ChildWalkAlonePoster.pdf 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/562265

Want More Safe Routes and Civic Engagement?

Join the Parents for Safe Routes Leadership Team! We're always looking for
passionate parents and community members to get more involved in our efforts.
If interested, please email info@parents4saferoutes.org.
Linda Barman and Hilary Stevenson (Parents for Safe Routes Las Lomitas and La Entrada Parent Reps,

respectively) celebrate Bike to School Day on May 9th.

mailto:info@parents4saferoutes.org
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Safety/Documents/ChildWalkAlonePoster.pdf
mailto:info@parents4saferoutes.org


Come join Jen Wolosin, Founder and Chair of Parents for Safe Routes, on
Monday night, May 14th in Redwood City as she co-leads a talk titled,
"Community Activism: Vote and Engage Locally." The presentation is part of a
series sponsored by Citizens, Rise!, a local civic engagement group dedicated
to Community, Knowledge, and Action. Jen will be using Safe Routes in Menlo
Park as a case study on how residents can engage and advocate on issues
they care about. For more information about the event, and to RSVP, click here.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-activism-vote-and-engage-locally-tickets-34780340936?aff=mcivte
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