
On a Personal Note...

Dear Friends, 
 
A few weeks ago I had a big spill on my bike. While riding my two kids to school
I took one hand off the handlebars to adjust my sweatshirt, lost my balance and
hit the ground hard. I ended up with a mild concussion, a bunch of scratches
and a bruised ego. How could I demand bike lanes when I made such a
careless error and fell on my own? 
 
People make mistakes. Even I, someone preaching safety, wearing a helmet, a
bright yellow vest and modeling cycling for my kids, can fall. Thankfully, I have
completely recovered from my accident. However, had my momentary
distraction occurred on a different street or at a different time, with more traffic
volume and speed, I might not have been so lucky. 
 
We need to design our walking and biking infrastructure to allow for imperfect
humans. People trip when walking, but they still need sidewalks. People fall
when biking, but they still need bike lanes. This is especially true when we're
talking about kids. Yes, kids should ride single file, avoid the "door zone" and
follow all the other rules of the road. But we should also accept that this doesn't
always happen. And when kids mess up, let's teach them the right way to ride.
What we shouldn't do, is make mistakes fatal.  
 
There are lots of debates taking place right now about how much of limited
roadway bike lanes should get. Should bike infrastructure design assume near
perfect cyclist behavior, or should human error also be factored in? Should
"safe enough" be our community standard for bike lanes, or should they also be



comfortable and inviting? Should designated "Safe Routes" require a higher
standard of quality bike infrastructure than other city roads? What, if any
circumstances, necessitate compromises to the creation of safe, inviting and
comfortable Safe Routes? 
 
Over the next few months, some street design projects (e.g. Middle Avenue)
will come to City Council that will bring the above philosophical questions to the
here and now. The most effective way for you to support Safe Routes is to
watch for our Calls to Action and respond accordingly. Our advocacy efforts
depend on you! Enjoy your summer break, but keep your eyes open. 
 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support - and keep your hands on your
handlebars! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jen Wolosin (and the Parents for Safe Routes Leadership Team)

Rising 6th, 7th & 8th Graders! Sign Up for Middle
School Bike Class - June 22nd and July 28th

Don't miss out on your chance to have your rising 6th, 7th or 8th grader get
ready to bike to middle school with Wheel Kids. This is a specially designed 1/2
day class for Menlo Park students. One of the dates is already full. Room
available June 22nd and July 28th. Register online here.

http://wheelkids.com/msbs-menlo-park/


Copyright © 2019 Parents for Safe Routes, All rights reserved.  
 
 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

http://wheelkids.com/msbs-menlo-park/
http://www.facebook.com/parents4saferoutes/
http://www.twitter.com/4saferoutes
https://us16.campaign-archive.com/www.parents4saferoutes.org
https://parents4saferoutes.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=7c899a2dfbc95a19599c39872&id=c2fe849027&e=[UNIQID]
https://parents4saferoutes.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=7c899a2dfbc95a19599c39872&id=c2fe849027&e=[UNIQID]&c=764e184984
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=7c899a2dfbc95a19599c39872&afl=1

